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EUSFTA Rules Of Origin (ROO) criteria

How can companies in Singapore (primarily manufacturers)
benefit?

• Have an understanding of the conditions under which the
goods would qualify for preferential treatment

• This understanding includes the ROO requirements, what
operations are considered as insufficient working or
processing to confer originating status on goods and the
export procedures and and documentation (self certification)
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EUSFTA Rules Of Origin (ROO) criteria

• Full details are set out in Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA Legal Text

• Companies are urged to read the full text

• Please read Annex 2-A: Elimination of Customs Duties and
Appendix 2-A-1: Tariff Schedule of Union of Chapter 2
(National Treatment and Market Access for Goods) of the
EUSFTA Legal Text to obtain the appropriate preferential tariff
rates for Singapore originating goods

• To confirm understanding, use ESG’s Tariff Finder Tool
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EUSFTA Rules Of Origin (ROO) criteria
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Article 4 Wholly Obtained  Products in a 
Party e.g. –

EUSFTA Rules Of Origin (ROO) criteria
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Article 4 Wholly Obtained  
Products in a Party e.g. –

EUSFTA Rules Of Origin (ROO) criteria

Products of aquaculture, where the 
fish, crustaceans and molluscs are 
born and raised there

Definition of “Party”
found on 1st paragraph of Page 3 
of the EUSFTA Legal Text 

The European Union, hereinafter 
referred to as “the Union”, 
and
the Republic of Singapore, 
hereinafter referred to as 
“Singapore”, 

hereinafter jointly referred to as the 
“Parties” or individually referred to as 
a “Party”, 
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

• Under Article 5 - Sufficiently Worked or Processed Products,

products which are not wholly obtained are considered as  
originating goods if they are 

(i) sufficiently worked or processed and

(ii) met the Product Specific Rules (PSRs) in Annex B and B(a) of 
Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

• PSRs can be found in Annex B of Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA
For example
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𝑄𝑉𝐶/𝑅𝑉𝐶 =
𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑂𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑀𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑙𝑠 + 𝐷𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑡 𝐿𝑎𝑏𝑜𝑢𝑟 + 𝐷𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑡 𝑂𝑣𝑒𝑟ℎ𝑒𝑎𝑑 𝐶𝑜𝑠𝑡 + 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑓𝑖𝑡

𝐸𝑥 − 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑘𝑠 𝑝𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑎 𝐺𝑜𝑜𝑑
𝑥 100%

𝑄𝑉𝐶/𝑅𝑉𝐶 =
𝐸𝑥 − 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑘𝑠 𝑝𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑒 − 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑁𝑜𝑛 − 𝑂𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑀𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑙𝑠

𝐸𝑥 − 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑘𝑠 𝑝𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑎 𝐺𝑜𝑜𝑑
𝑥 100%

Build-Up Method

Build-Down Method

ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

EUSFTA PSR RVC is on Ex-works price rather than 
Free On Board FOB price
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

• Generally, the PSR requires the final product to be 
substantially transformed in Singapore

• Cross check the PSR 

• Ensure that only products that meet the ROO in EUSFTA are 
self-certified as originating goods 
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

ASIAN Food Products - more liberal ROOs for Asian cuisine 
with an annual quota to help companies access the EU market

PSR can be found in Annex B(a) of Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA

For example

12



We Protect Revenue, and Make Trade Easy, Fair and Secure

ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced 

ASIAN Food Products

ROO under ASIAN Food Products under Annex B(a) ROO under PSR in Annex B 

Comparing HS Heading Chapter 16.02.32 canned luncheon meat of pork, chicken and beef:

• Under Annex B(a), the raw material meat needs not be originating but under Annex B, it needs to be

The quota is managed by the European Commission. More details will be shared later.
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced

14

“operations ……..considered as insufficient working or processing to confer status of 
originating products…” 

The list of insufficient working or operations as set out in Article 6 includes  

(a) preserving operations to ensure product remain in good condition during 
transport/storage

(b) breaking-up and assembly of packages

…

(m) Simple* mixing of products, whether or not of different kinds; mixing of sugar 
with any material 

…

(q) slaughter of animals

Article 6: Insufficient Working or Processing -
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced
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Simple* means neither special skills nor machines, apparatus or 
tools especially produced or installed for those operations are 
required for their performance

Operations or processes described in Article 6, undertaken by themselves or in 
combination with each other shall not be taken into account when 
determining the originating status of a good

Article 6 Insufficient Working or Processing –
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced
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Petrochemical sector – please take note of Note 8 of the 
Introductory Notes to Annex B of Protocol 1 of EUSFTA
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ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced

17

Chocolate confectionary makers – please take note of Note 4.2 
of the introductory notes to Annex B of Protocol 1  
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• The EU and Singapore are treated as a single production area

• Any good or material that originated from the EU will be
deemed to have originated from Singapore, and vice versa,
provided the good or material satisfies the EUSFTA origin
requirements and is supported by an origin declaration by the
supplier

Accumulation –

ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced
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ASEAN Cumulation

- Potential for ASEAN cumulation of materials originating in
an ASEAN country for incorporation in a product obtained in
SG, provided that ASEAN country has a Free Trade
Agreement with the EU

- Presently, for a limited number of products as set out in
Annex D of Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA, ASEAN cumulation
would be permitted

ROO for originating goods which are 
not wholly obtained or produced
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Export Procedures and Documentation 
(self-certification)

• The EUSFTA operates on a self-certification basis

• No Manufacturing Cost Statements submission

• No Preferential Certificate of Origin issuance

• All exporters in Singapore can submit a declaration that
their products are Singapore originating if the products
had undergone sufficient working or processing and met
the PSRs in the EUSFTA
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Export Procedures and Documentation 
(self-certification)

This Singapore exporter 
– has to have a Unique Entity Number UEN (i.e. not individuals) 

– must submit a declaration on the invoice, or any other 
commercial document that certifies that the goods qualify as 
originating goods (hereinafter referred to as “Origin Declaration”)

– ensures the origin declaration contain, in English, the text and
details set out in Annex E of Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA 

– ensures the Origin Declaration describe the goods in sufficient 
detail to enable its identification by the importing customs 
authority.

– ensures the correct HS classification is used for the goods. 
21
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Export Procedures and Documentation 
(self-certification)

Source: Annex E of Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA
22
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• On your TradeNet Export Permit declaration, select “PRI” under 
“Preference Duty Indicator ” data field 

• It is mandatory to select “PRI” if the EU importer intends to claim 
preferential tariff treatment

• With this, Singapore Customs can be better able to assist 
companies if they face any denial of claims or requests for 
verification of claims by the EU authorities

• Check with your TradeNet software vendor if you are unable to 
locate the “Preference Duty Indicator” field

Export Procedures and Documentation 
(self-certification)

When declaring TradeNet export permits
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www.customs.gov.sg

http://www.customs.gov.sg/
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• Indicate PRI in Preference Duty Indicator field

25

Self-Declaration regime - “Origin Declaration” 
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Retention of Documents

• Documents relating to the production and export shipments
accompanied by the origin declaration should be kept for at
least 3 years from the date on which the origin declaration
was signed

• If there is unsupported representations or insufficient
information received relevant to a claim that the good is
originating, EU may deny the claim for preferential tariff
treatment

• Companies can maintain records in any medium provided
they can be retrieved and printed
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Best Industry Practices

• Do 
– Familiarise yourself with the qualifying origin criteria of your goods 

(there are many PSRs included in EUSFTA);

– Ensure materials or components classified as Singapore origin are 
indeed manufactured in Singapore and qualified as originating;

– Retain copies of origin declaration and all supporting documents for 
at least 3 years from the date on which the origin declaration was 
made out
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Best Industry Practices

• Do Not
– Make an origin declaration without ensuring that the goods meet the 

origin criteria under EUSFTA;

– Agree to the request from customers to make incorrect origin 
declarations; and

– Re-label the country of origin of the good or its packaging as 
originating goods under EUSFTA when the goods are non-originating
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Some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on 
Export Procedures and Documentation

Question: My EU buyer had requested me to register my
company as an exporter on EU’s Registered EXporter system
(REX) before I can make out the Origin Declaration under
EUSFTA?

Answer: False. REX is not applicable for Singapore exporters
under the EUSFTA.
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Some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on 
Export Procedures and Documentation

Question: My EU buyer said that my company could go to Singapore
Customs to apply for a EUR.1 Certificate instead of making out an
Origin Declaration under the EUSFTA?

Answer: False. Under Protocol 1 Article 16 General Requirements,
products originating in the EU or SG shall benefit from preferential
tariff treatment under the EUSFTA upon the submission of an Origin
Declaration.

EUE1 Certificate is a “movement certificate” that enables importers in certain countries to import goods at a lower or nil rate of Customs
Duty under trade agreements between the EU and beneficiary countries.

30



We Protect Revenue, and Make Trade Easy, Fair and Secure

Some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on 
Export Procedures and Documentation

Question: EU has a FTA with Korea as well as with Singapore.
Singapore exporters can issue a Back to Back Origin Declaration for
made-in-Korea goods transhipped through Singapore and bound for
EU such that the goods can benefit from preferential tariff treatment
under the EU-Korea FTA?

Answer: False. The EU-Korea FTA and EU-Singapore FTA are
bilateral agreements between the parties concerned. The correct
document to cover such transhipment in which the goods retain its
originating status is a Certificate of Non Manipulation, issued by
Singapore Customs.
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Some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on 
Export Procedures and Documentation

Question: I am a registered manufacturer with Singapore
Customs and have exported goods under FTA. Can my
product automatically be considered as an originating good
under EUSFTA?

Answer: No. Each FTA has its own unique origin qualifying
criteria. Companies should ensure that your product meets
the qualifying criteria as set out in Protocol 1 of the EUSFTA
before self certifying them as originating good.
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Some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on 
Export Procedures and Documentation

Question: Is my good eligible for preferential tariff treatment under
the EUSFTA?

Answer: Please read Annex 2-A: Elimination of Customs Duties
and Appendix 2-A-1: Tariff Schedule of Union of Chapter 2
(National Treatment and Market Access for Goods) of the EUSFTA
Legal Text to obtain the appropriate preferential tariff rates for
Singapore originating goods

To confirm understanding, use ESG’s Tariff Finder Tool

33



We Protect Revenue, and Make Trade Easy, Fair and Secure

Summary

Determine 
HS 

classification 
of product

Check tariff 
concession 
for product

Check if 
product 

meets rules 
of origin in 
Agreement

Ensure 
consignment 

meets any 
additional 
conditions 
specified

Prepare 
Origin 

Declaration + 
other 

required 
documents
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Resources

For EUSFTA Legal Text, please click the following:

https://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/non-financial-assistance/for-
singapore-companies/free-trade-agreements/ftas/Singapore-
ftas/EUSFTA

For ESG Tariff Finder tool, please click the following:

https://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/non-financial-assistance/for-
singapore-companies/free-trade-agreements/ftas/tariff-finder
For self-certification procedures and Customs documentation, please click the
following:

https://www.customs.gov.sg/businesses/certificates-of-
origin/certificates-of-origin
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